WARKWORTH   CASTLE

The Scots army was defeated and the King taken prisoner
to London, where King Edward, on his return from France,
asked him,

* How like you my shepherds and my millers ?
My priests with shaven crowns ? '
' By my faith, they are the sorest fighters
That ever I met on the ground/

The famous Harry Hotspur, the idol of English youth,
began his military career at the age of twelve when he led the
assault in the retaking of Berwick by his father.   At the age
of fifteen he was placed in command of Warkworth Castle.   In
1388 he fought against Douglas in the Battle of Otterburn,
which has been immortalised in the ballad of Chevy Chase.
This battle, which was in reality a Border foray on a large scale,
began with a skirmish outside Newcastle, which Hotspur had
been sent to defend from the Scots. In the fight Percy's pennon
was taken.  Douglas called to Percy, ' I will carry this token of
your prowess with me to Scotland, and place it on the tower
of my castle at Dalkeith, that it may be seen from afar/  * By
God,' replied Percy, ' you shall not bear it even out of North-
umberland ; be assured you shall never have this pennon to
brag of.' * You must come this night and seek it then/ answered
Earl Douglas. c I will fix your pennon before my tent, and shall
see if you will venture to take it away.'

The Scots and English trysted to meet at Otterburn in the
Cheviots and there the fight, vividly described by Froissart,
took place. He says of it that it was * the hardest and most
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